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FROM OUR PASTOR 

THE SERMON OFFERED BY FR. KHACHATUR KESABLYAN 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen 
 

Suddenly there came a sound from heavenðlike a rushing wind.  It filled the 

entire house where the apostles were sitting.  Tongues of fire settled on each 

one.  They were all filled with the Holy Spiritðand began to speak with other 

tongues.  (Acts 2:2-4) 

Dear faithful, 

This is how the book of Acts describes the miracle of Pentecost: the event that has 

been called ñthe first day of the Christian church.ò 

Fifty days earlier, the apostles had witnessed the drama of the Crucifixion and the 

Resurrection of their Lord. Later, they witnessed his Ascension.  Since those 

events they had been waiting for the ñcomforterò as promised by Christ. 

They had little idea what this comforter would do.  But they had faith that the 

Holy Spirit would inspire them, re-invent them as it were, and make them 

something new. 

From our own history we learned that three centuries later the pagan king Trdat 

bowed down before St. Gregory the Illuminator to embrace the Christian faith on 

behalf of his kingdom. No king before him had ever made this commitment. No 

kingdom before Armenia had ever embraced Christianity in this way.  No one 

knew whether a Christian kingdom would succeed or fail. 

But Gregory and king Drtad had faith in Christôs promise that faith in the Holy 

Spirit would inspire their countrymenðre-invent themðand make the Armenian 

nation something new. 

That promise of ñnewness,ò of ñre-invention,ò is the message of Pentecost.  It is 

not a promise that expired sometime in the past.  The Holy Spirit who descended 

upon the apostles did not disappear when they departed the Upper Room.  The 

Holy Spirit who sanctified King Drtad when he received baptism from St. 

Gregory did not just visit our homeland for a day.  The Holy Spirit is eternal, and 

eternally active.  It has descended on our very parish on people youôve known and 

loved. 

It is descending upon us now, today, seeking to re-invent us, and making us new 

as it reinvented and made the apostles new. 

Think again of Christôs disciples, simple fisherman, mostly, huddled in the Upper 

Room.  Did any of them imagine they had the courage and ability to evangelize 

the world?  Yet when they received the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, they were not 
only changed within themselves, they found the ability to change others as well. 

Think again of the conversion of Armenia. Now there was a journey into the 

unknown.  Did the baptizers of our homeland imagine that the worldôs first 

Christian nation would endure?  Yet in spite of the greatest calamities, here we are 

seventeen centuries later, a living testament to the sustaining power of the Holy 

Spirit. 
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Weddings 
¶ Peter and Shirley Nightingale May 15, 2011 

     Bestman: Albert Nightingale 

 

Baptisms 
¶ Sarkis Anajarian &            February 13, 2011 

Ariana Anajarian 

                  Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Anajarian 

                  Godfather: Agop Anajarian 

                  Godmother: Aznif Anajarian 

¶ Julia Bagdasarov                       June 4, 2011 

    Parents: Avanes and Kristen Bagdasarov 

    Godfather: Ray Burt 

    Godmother: Alina Burt 

¶ Aleksander Renaldo Burt         June 4, 2011 

                  Parents: Renaldo and Alina Burt 

                  Godfather: Avanes Bagdasarov 

                  Godmother: Kristen Bagdasarov 

¶ Bryce Maksim Baumeister   June 11, 2011 

Parents: Frederick Baumeister and Tiffany 

       Kannard      

                Godfather:  Alen Sahanian 

                Godmother:  Vanessa Hayes 

¶ Reilly Michele Cahalane     June 26, 2011 

    Parents:  Samantha and Kevin Cahalane 

                Godfather:  Liam Cahalane 

                Godmother:  Maro Keshishian 
 

Funerals 
¶ Simon Bagdigian December 31, 2010 

¶ Zareh Kludjian  January 7, 2011 

¶ Julia Moushegian February 22, 2011 

¶ Gerald Guregian March 6, 2011 

¶ Charles Keoseian April 3, 2011 

¶ Charles Kerkian  May 1, 2011 
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And think, too, of our own parish. Our founding generation came to America 

with nothing.  They had every reason to be downhearted and demoralized.  

They had every excuse to abandon their roots, and lose their identity in the 

vast ocean of a mass society.  Yet that was not their vision for themselves.  

Something gave these frightened refugees the courage to re-invent 

themselves as builders and dreamers.  Something inspired them to embrace 

each other as a community of faith.  Something urged them to build a church 

asserting the Armenian Christian presence on the soil of America. 

We should never forget that the very church in which we worship each 

Sunday actually exists  because the Holy Spirit acted through your parents 

and grandparents. 

We must also never forget that their ability to envision something greater is a 

part of us, too.   The same Holy Spirit who called to them, worked and acted 

through them, is likewise calling to us. 

Christ promised his followers that the Holy Spirit would come and it came!  

It has been an active presence among mankind since the first Pentecost.  

Indeed, the Holy Spirit is here among us today.  In the words of the Pentecost 

sharagan Arakeloh aghavnoh, ñToday we are made a new people [who] 

rejoice for the coming of the Holy Spirit.ò 

That sense of newnessðof re-inventionðis what sustains us as individuals 

and as a church.  When it descends upon us we must not ask the Holy Spirit 

to wait or to come back later.  We must open our hearts to it today inviting it 

to change us and to change our attitudes and ways of acting.  As a church we 

must not allow ourselves to become stale and jaded by the tired old burdens 

of getting by but should embrace the newness of the Holy Spirit, through our 

ministry in Jesus Christ. 

Above all, it is in our togetherness, as a Living Church, that we see the Holy 

Spiritôs presence among us most vividly.  Look around you in church, and 

you will recognize different people who exemplify the Holy Spiritôs inspiring 

presence. They are people who are struggling bravely against affliction, 

venturing boldly into unknown territory, showing grace, dignity, and trust in 

Providence through their everyday actions. 

Such people are the tangible evidence of the Holy Spirit at work in our 

church.  They are an ever-present reminder of the sweep of Armenian history, 

a journey of survival, fidelity, and hope which has led our people from the 

dark pit of St. Gregory to this very sanctuary here in Chelmsford. 

With such a history behind us and such inspired people beside us we need 

never hesitate to embrace the mission of our risen Lord who proclaims: 

ñBehold, I make all things new!ò (Rev 21:5).  On this Pentecost let us invite 

the Holy Spirit to work through us and through our church. Let us transmit 

this newness to the world today and always. Amen. 
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Parish Council Corner 
 

Our Patriots didnôt win a Super Bowl, but Sts. Vartanantz had a 

Super Bowl kind of year. On the heels of the 100
th
 Anniversary 

Celebration of our Womenôs Guild/Ladyôs Aid Society, our dues 

paying membership climbed by almost 25% bringing us to over 170 

dues paying members!! This truly is the fruit of Der Hayrôs hard work 

and the overall teamwork of the Membership Committee and the Parish 

Council. As in sports it takes teamwork to be a winner!! 

 

Some of our accomplishments over the first half of the year are 

as follows: the excellent Lenten Program Series led by our Deacons, 

Sub-Deacons and altar servers who shared their thoughts and led 

discussion on the different days of Holy week; repair of the heating 

system; painting and cleaning up the West Wing by Jeremy Oldham 

and his team of volunteers; reconstruction of the bandstand by Garo 

Shamshoyan and his band of volunteers; and clearing away the debris 

from the collapsed trellis/arbor in the picnic area;  (Winter snows had 

damaged these structures);  Peter Bogosian and Thomas Babigian fixed 

and repaired the pavilion chairs. We are truly blessed to have people 

willing to help like this. 

 

The Parish Council along with Der Hayr and our Delegates has 

taken on a special project to keep Sts. Vartanantz strong and moving 

forward in the years to come. With the support and help of Mihran 

Keoseian we have started a 1 ï 3 year Strategic Planning initiative. This 

will be a blueprint to follow as we keep our parish moving forward and 

growing in the right direction. You will be hearing more about this as 

the year progresses. 

 

With all this good news we must realize that there are a number 

of challenges ahead. The West Wing is still vacant which leaves a 

$45,000 gap in our budget. I mentioned above about the trellis/arbor 

collapsing.  Cost estimate to replace is close to $5,000. Our building is 

constantly in need of repairs and maintenance. A proven way to raise 

revenue is to enroll more parishioners in our Stewardship program. The 

Stewardship Committee is working to accomplish this goal. Sharing the 

load among the many lifts the burden off the backs of the few. Our 

facility and grounds is something we are blessed to have and itôs our 

role to not only hold on but to pass on to future generations. 

 

July  

9
th

    St. Gregory the Enlightener (Discovery of his Relics)  

14
th

  Holy Translators St. Sahak and St. Mesrop  

16
th

  Sts. Tiridates, King of Armenia, Queen Ashkhen and 

        Princess Khosrovidoukht 

31
st
  Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

August 

14
th

  Assumption of the Holy Mother of God  

23
rd

  Sts. Joachim and Anna, parents of the Holy Mother of 

        God 

 

September 

8
th

    Feast of Nativity of Holy Mother of God  

11
th

  Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross  

18
th 

 Fast of the Holy Cross of Varak 

24
th

  St. George the Warrior 

 

October 

8
th

    Holy Translators - Sts. Mesrob, Yeghishe, Moses  the 

        Poet, David the Philosopher Davit Anhaght, Gregory of 

        Narek and Nerses the Gracious (Nerses of Kla) 

15
th

  Holy Evangelists Mathew, Mark, Luke and John 

23
rd

  Feast of the Discovery of the Holy Cross 

 

November 

5
th

    Holy Archangels Gabriel and Michael 

21
st
   Presentation of the Holy Mother of God to the Temple 

 

December 

3
rd

    Holy Apostles Thaddeus and Bartholomew, First 

        Enlighteners of Armenia  

9
th

    Feast of the Conception of Holy Virgin Mary  

26
th

  St. Stephen the Protodeacon and First Martyr 

 

Feast Days 

FIND MORE ON LINE HTTP:// WWW.STVARTANANTZ.COM 
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I would be remiss if I didnôt highlight our Parish Council Team. 

This year we brought on a new team member in Jim Guregian (advisor). 

Repeating council members are Carol Hildebrand (Vice Chair), Jennifer 

Hildebrand (Assistant Treasurer), Kevin Boghigian (Corresponding 

Secretary), Peter Bogosian (Treasurer), Dana Kludjian (Recording 

Secretary) Jeremy Oldham (Advisor), and Kevork Tevekelian (Advisor) 

Alis Peretzian left the council after six years of service. Alis brought a 

can do attitude to our council with her dedication and effort. Thanks 

Alis. I canôt thank all the members of the Parish Council enough for all 

their hard work and dedication to our parish.  

 

What is in store for us for the next six months of 2011 we donôt 

know? But one thing we do know is that we have the team and the leader 

in Father Kesablyan, to take on any challenges head-on. We will make 

these challenges an opportunity for us to shine. 

 

Respectfully Submitted By, 

Bruce Kayajanian, Parish Council Chairperson 

 

 

West Wing of Church Complex Gets New Look 
The west wing of the Sts. Vartanantz Church complex, once occupied by 

the Elder Day Care Program, was in need of a face lift ï a good old 

fashion paint job. Thanks to great leadership by parish council member, 

Jeremy Oldham, and an army of volunteers, some 5 rooms and the 

corridor just outside the Ghourgoian Dining Hall, were given a fresh paint 

job. Among the volunteers were: Denise, Samantha, Harry, Ara, Milka, 

Kathy, Vreg, Jim, Mike, Jim, Samantha, Steve, Bob, Andrew, Bruce, 

Scott, Anita, Spencer, Carrera, Ricky, Sue, Abbey, Dana, Kevork, Der 

Hayr, Maria, Peter 1, Peter 2, and Max.  Another opportunity for rolling 

up the sleeves for the west wing project will soon be scheduled for those 

who missed this work session as some touch up work will be required. 

 

  

After a quick demo from Aram, Der Hayr took control, and brought new meaning 

to the expression ñholy rollerò. 

 

Harry supervises Denise, Kathy and 

Milka o n proper rolling techniques. 

 

Teamwork & Dedication, the 

cornerstones of our church. 
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PARISH ORGANIZATIONS 

WOMENôS GUILD NEWS 
Our 100

th
 anniversary year continued the tradition of women forming the 

backbone of Sts. Vartanantz with their many supportive activities. 

A popular event was the 100
th
 anniversary banquet attended by 175 people. His 

Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate, honored us by officiating 

over the ceremonies. Entertainment consisted of a power point presentation 

covering the history of the founders of the Ladies Aid Society, during the early 

years of our church. Also there was a delightful singing performance by 

Victoria Avedisyan. 

At our Armenian Christmas dinner Mrs. Takouhi Aghazarian was honored as 

the ñWoman of the Yearò for her dedicated service to the guild and church 

covering a period of over 40 years. 

Valentineôs Day fun was had at a Womenôs Guild meeting. After a delicious 

meal each lady shared her story of how she met her husband while the rest 

sipped their Armenian coffee. 

Sponsoring a ñPoon Paregentanò fun filled party was a pleasure for a group of 

young women from our parish. The committee members were Lisa Sarkisian, 

Sue Kludjian, Anita Dean, Patty Kayajanian and Sonya Kalajian. They did a 

remarkable job.  A couple of hundred people attended this family affair and 

enjoyed the food, music and fellowship. The Ani Band played continuously 

entertaining our dancers, young and old. It continues to grow bigger each year. 

Parishioners who attended Der Hayrôs Lenten Service and Lecture series were 

nourished by six Lenten dinners. The Womenôs Guild sponsored and cooked 

the meals for three of the meals. 

On Saintly Womenôs Day, 24 of our members attended this event at St. James 

Church in Watertown. This was a powerful showing as we had the highest 

attendance outside the host parish. 

Loyal members Milka Jeknavorian, Armig Ferris, Patty Kayajanian and 

Isabelle Hamel represented us at the Womenôs Guild meetings held during the 

59
th
 annual Diocesan Assembly held in Boston. 

One of our most popular projects is Community Outreach. Patty Kayajanian 

coordinates this project every year. Pocket books and toiletries are contributed 

by members and Patty puts them together in a kit to give to battered womenôs 

shelters for distribution. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Milka Jeknavorian 

Womenôs Guild Chairperson 
 

 

42nd Lenten Fellow Program  

Dedicated to Spirituality of Holy Week 
For the 42nd consecutive year, the Lenten Season at Sts. 

Vartanantz was observed by six weekly fellowship programs consisting 

of a worship service (either the Peace or Rest Hour), a dinner  adhering to 

Lenten dietary guidelines, and a reflection focused on enriching the faith 

of our parishioners. The focus of this yearôs program was the final week 

of Christôs life, called ñGreat Weekò (Avak Shapat) equivalent to ñHoly 

Weekò in the western church. At the invitation of Der Hayr, each of our 

altar servers offered a reflection on each day of Avak Shapat from Palm 

Sunday marking our Lordôs triumphant entry into Jerusalem to His 

Glorious Resurrection.  For each day of Holy Week, each discussion 

leader summarized the biblical events associated with Christôs final week 

before His Resurrection and the services conducted according the 

Armenian Church canons and traditions. All of the many parishioners 

who were able to participate in this yearôs Lenten Program found the 

Holy Week reflections to be a most rewarding spiritual journey with 

Christ during His last days of earth. Participating altar servers included 

Deacons Ara Jeknavorian, James Magarian, and Zakar Hachikian, Sub-

deacon Bruce Kayajanian, and Tbirs (clerks) Richard Juknavorian and 

Jeremy Oldham. The communal meal that preceded each program helped 

foster a family spirit within the parish. Our appreciation is extended to all 

the church organizations and individuals who so graciously hosted the six 

Lenten dinners. 

 Sub-deacon Bruce Kayajanian, Deacon James Magarian, 

Der Khachatur Kesablyan, Deacon Ara Jeknavorian and 

Tbir  Jeremy Oldham.  Not pictured are Deacon Zakar 

Hachikian and Tbir  Richard Juknavorian 

 

Women of the 

Year! 

Mrs. Takouhi 

Aghazarian 

receives her honor 

from Womenôs 

Guild Chair Milka 

Jeknavorian and 

Der Khachatur 

Kesablyan 
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                               ACYOA JUNIORS REPORTING 
 

2011 has been a very busy and exciting time for our ACYOA 

Juniors at Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church.  

In January, through the organization FAR, our group held a toy drive 

for orphaned children in Armenia. Through our efforts and with the 

help of our parish, we shipped over 3000 dollars worth of toys and 

goods to the children of our Motherland.  

In the month of March, a few members attended the ACYOA 

Juniors Retreat in Contoocook, NH. The retreat was a great way to 

learn more about our faith and to make new friends. 

In April, ACYOA hosted our annual Palm Sunday luncheon 

for our parish. One hundred and sixty guests enjoyed a delicious 

chicken and losh meal. In addition, we also presented the church with a 

500 dollar check in honor of our ACYOA. 

In May, our group participated in the "Walk For Hunger" in 

Boston, MA.  A sum of over 500 dollars was raised for Project Bread. 

The funds raised are given to over 400 food pantries, soup kitchens and 

food banks in over 135 communities all over Massachusetts.  

At the end of May, our ACYOA Juniors participated in the 

Hye M'rstoom in Watertown, Massachusetts. Seven members 

participated in a volleyball tournament and brought home a SECOND 

PLACE TROPHY ! Everyone had such a wonderful experience 

in bonding and creating new life-long friendships.  

Most of us are getting ready for Saint Vartan Camp for part 

of the summer and plan to spend the rest enjoying activities with our 

members and their families! 

 

Respectfully Submitted By,  

Taleen Kalajian, ACYOA Chairperson 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
3

rd
 Annual StsVGolf Outing 

Wednesday ï October 5, 2011 
 
We are pleased to announce that Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church will 

be holding its 3
rd
 Annual StsVGolf Outing on October 5, 20111 at 

Butter Brook Golf Club in Westford, MA 

 

The Golf Outing is the major fundraiser for the Sts. Vartanantz 

Scholarship Fund (SVSF) which promotes our youthôs participation in 

diocesan educational programs including Camp Vartan and St. Nersess 

Summer Studies.   

 

We have three ways you can support this event. 

 

#1 - Hole / Event Sponsors are recognized with a sign on the course as 

well as in our event booklet.  This is a great advertising opportunity for 

local businesses as well as individual contributor recognition. 

 

#2 - Raffle and Auction donations are welcome with a focus on gift 

and golf items as well as sporting and event tickets. 

 

#3 - Golfers and Dinner Guests are encouraged to register now and 

save the date!!!  Participation is open to golfers of all skill levels and 

denominations to come out for a fun-filled day on the course.  

Everyone will enjoy a great meal back at the church and can 

participate in the raffle and silent auction.  

 
On behalf of Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church Scholarship Fund 

(SVSF) and StsVGolf Committee, we extend our sincere gratitude and 

appreciation for your support which is vital for funding of our 

scholarship programs. 

 

Sign-up and Donation forms will be available online 

www.stsvartanantz.com or at the church.   

 

Volunteers are always welcome!  If you have any questions, please 

contact a member of the Golf Committee or stsvgolf@earthlink.net.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

 

 Coach Sarkisian huddles with his team to call a play.  Der Khachatur 

poses with the ACYOA plus Maria at  Hye Môrstoom 

http://www.stsvartanantz.com/
mailto:stsvgolf@earthlink.net
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Men's Club - Winter/Spring 2011 

A tasty Losh Dinner was enjoyed at the Sts Vartanantz Menôs 

Club Dinner Meeting in January. Even though the meal was delicious, 

it was, in fact, topped by the fellowship. The men told jokes and stories 

of times past and many laughs were had. A tangible closeness was 

shared by those present. In February a dinner meeting and Hye Holdem 

tournament was held. In March the Menôs Club sponsored one of our 

parishôs Lenten Fellowship. The traditional Lenten dinner was well 

attended. 
The Menôs Club checkbook has been active this quarter. Some 

expenses paid for were for providing a banner for the Martyrôs Day 

March in Lowell and providing Mother's Day Carnations for the 

motherôs at the end of Badarak. Items on the agenda, looking ahead, 

include repairing the grape arbor damaged by the heavy winter snow, 

the annual Fatherôs Day Brunch and a joint evening program with the 

Womenôs Guild.  
Respectfully submitted by,  

Danny Barooshian, Men's Club Chairperson 

 

Armenian School Halloween 

Costume Ball & Tea Party 
October 22, 2011 will be the 2nd annual fundraiser for 
the Armenian School.  This year there will be a 

Halloween Costume Ball and Tea Party featuring Center 
Stage Dancers! 
 

The event will run from 10:00 AM until 12 Noon. Fun, 
games, crafts, delicious refreshments, raffle, face painting 
and interactive performances!  The event will be held at 

the church, 180 Old Westford Road Chelmsford, MA 
01824.  For further information contact Armenian 

School principal Houry Yapoujian Schmeizl at 
hooster@comcast.net. 
 

Ticket prices: 15.00 per ticket, under 3 free of charge 

  

All of the children Baptized in 2010 were invited by Der 

Hayr for a special ñBlessing of the Babyôs Serviceò. 

 

 

mailto:hooster@comcast.net

