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FROM OUR PASTOR

THE SERMON OFFERED/B-R. KHACHATUR KESAYAN

In the name of theFather and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen

Suddenly there came a sound from headelike a rushing wind. It filled the
entire house where the apostles were sitting. Tongues of fire settled on
one. They were all filled with the Holy Spiéitand began to speak with othe
tongues. (Acts 2:2-4)

Dear faithful,
This is how the book of Acts describes the miracle of Pentecost: the event tt
been called fithe first day of the

Fifty days earlier, the apostles had witnessedithena of the Crucifixion and th
Resurrection of their Lord. Later, they witnessed his Ascension. Since
events they had been waiting for t
They had little idea what this comforter would do. But they had fadh ttie
Holy Spirit would inspire themye-invent them as it were, and make the
something new.

From our own history we learned that three centuries later the pagan king
bowed down before St. Gregory the Illuminator to embrace the Christian fai
behalf of his kingdom. No king before him had ever made this commitment
kingdom before Armenia had ever embraced Christianity in this way. No
knew whether a Christian kingdom would succeed or fail.

But Gregory and ki ng rDmige ¢éhdt faithandthe fHaly
Spirit would inspire their countryménre-inventthen® and make the Armenial
nation something new.

That promise ofi nferawvnens 00 iacf three
not a promise that expired sometime in the past. The Holy Spirit who desc
upon the apostles did not disappear when they departed the Upper Roorr
Holy Spirit who sactified King Drtad when he received baptism from .
Gregory did not just visit our homeland for a day. The Holy Spigtésnal and
eternally active It has descended on our v
loved.

It is descending upon us noteday, seeking to rénvent us, and making us ne'
as it reinvented and made the apostles new.

Think again of Christés disciples,
Room. Did any of them imagine they had the coeragd ability to evangeliz¢
the world? Yet when they received the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, they wer
only changed within themselves, they found the ability to change others as w
Think again of the conversion of Armenia. Ndhere was a journey ito the
unknown. Did the baptizers of (ol
Christian nation would endure? Yet in spite of the greatest calamities, here \
seventeen centuries later, a living testament to theisingtgpower of the Holy
Spirit.
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Weddings
1 Peter and Shirley Nightingale May 15, 201.:

Bestman: Albert Nightingale

Baptisms

1

Sarkis Anajarian & February 13, 2011
Ariana Anajarian
Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Anajarian
Godfather: Agop Aajarian
Godmotler: Aznif Anajarian
Julia Bagdasarov June 4, 2011
Parents: Avanes and Kristen Bagdasarov
Godfather: Ray Burt
Godmother: Alina Burt
Aleksander Renaldo Burt June 4, 2011
Parents: Renaldo and Alina Burt
Godfather: Avanes Bagdasarov
Godmother: Kristen Bagdasarov
Bryce Maksim Baumeister June 11, 2011
Parents: Frederick Baumeister and Tiffar
Kannard
Godfather: Alen Sahanian
Godmother: Vanessa Hayes

Reilly Michele Cahalane  June 26, 2011
Parents: Samantha and Kevin Cahalane
Godfather: Liam Cahalane
Godmother: Maro Keshishian

Funerals

E L

Simon Bagdigian December 31, 2010
Zareh Kludjian January 7, 2011
Julia Moushegian February 22, 2011
Gerald Guregian March 6, 2011
Charles Keoseian April 3, 2011
Charles Kerkian May 1, 2011
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Pastor and President

Rev. Fr. Khachatur Kesablyan

PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman
Bruce Kayajanian

Vice Chairperson
Carol Hildebrand

Secretary
Dr. Dana Kludjian

Treasurer
Peter Bogosian

Assist. Treasurer
JenniferHildebrand

Corresponding Secretary
Kevin Boghigian

Advisors

Jim Guregian
Jeremy Oldham
Kevork Tevekelian

Delegates
Dn. Ara Jeknavorian

Richard Juknavorian Jr.

Parish Council gratefully
accepts contributions to helg
defray the expenses o
publishing and mailing the
Icon

Wonenébés Guild C

Milka Jeknavorian

ACYOA Chairperson
Taleen Kalajian
Sonya KalajianAdvisor

Sunday School Superintendent
Denise Oldham

Armenian School Principal
Houry Yapoujian Schmeiz|

Menbés Club
Daniel Barooshian

Memorials Committee
Dn. James Magarian

GVCC Board
Richard Juknavorian Jr.

Scholarship Committee
Steve Sarkisian

Icon Staff

Fr. Khachatur Kesablyan, Editor
in-Chief

Gary Koltookian, Editor

Peter Bogosian, Design
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And think, too, ofour own parish. Our founding generation came to Ame
with nothing. They had every reason to be downhearted and demore
They had every excuse to abandon their roots, and lose their identity
vast ocean of a mass society. Yet that was reit thision for themselves
Something gave these frightened refugees the courage -toverd
themselves as builders and dreamers. Something inspired them to er
each other as a community of faith. Something urged them to build a c
asserting thérmenian Christian presence on the soil of America.

We should never forget that the very church in which we worship
Sundayactually exists because the Holy Spirit acted through your par
and grandparents.

We must also never forget that their @bito envision something greater is
part of us, too. The same Holy Spirit who called to them, worked and i
through them, is likewise calling to us.

Christ promised his followers that the Holy Spirit would coamel it came!
It has been an activergsence among mankind since the first Pentec
Indeed, the Holy Spirit is here amongtaday. In the words of the Penteco
sharaganAr ak el oh daldyave mre made @& new people [wt
rejoice for the coming of the Ho
That sense of naves$® of re-inventiord is what sustains us as individua
and as a church. When it descends upon us we must not ask the Holy
to wait or to come back later. We must open our heartgadalinviting it
to change us and to change our attitudesveay® of acting. As a church w
must not allow ourselves to become stale and jaded by the tired old bt
of getting by but should embrace the newness of the Holy Spirit, throug
ministry in Jesus Christ.

Above all, it is in our togetherness, as &ihg Church, that we see the Ho
Spiritds presence among us most
you wi || recognize different peo
presence. They are people who are struggling bravely against affli
venturing boldly into unknown territory, showing grace, dignity, and trus
Providence through their everyday actions.

Such people are the tangible evidence of the Holy Spirit at work in
church. They are an evpresent reminder of the sweep ofenian history,
a journey of survival, fidelity, and hope which has led our people from
dark pit of St. Gregory to this very sanctuary here in Chelmsford.

With such a history behind us and such inspired people beside us we
never hesitate to embmdhe mission of our risen Lord who proclain
iBehol d, | make all things new! o
the Holy Spirit to work through us and through our church. Let us tran
this newness to the world today and always. Amen.



Parish Council Corner

Our Pat r i o tSgper@Bowt bubSts. Maitanantahac
Super Bowl kind of year. On the heels of th80" Anniversary
Cel ebration of our Wo menos G
paying membership climbed by almost 25% bringing us to over
dues paying members!! Thisutd vy i s t he fruit
and the overall teamwork of the Membership Committee and the P
Council. As in sports itakes teamwork to be a winner!!

Some of our accomplishments over the first half of the year
as follows: the excellenitenten Program Series led by our Deaco
SubDeacons and altar servers who shared their thoughts ant
discussion on the different days of Holy week; repair of the hee
system; painting and cleaning up the West Wing by Jeremy OId
and his team ofolunteers; reconstruction of the bandstand by G
Shamshoyan and his band of volunteers; and clearing away the
from the collapsed trellis/arbor in the picnic area; (Winter snows
damaged these structures); Peter Bogosian and Thomas Babigihr
and repaired the pavilion chairs. We are truly blessed to have p
willing to help like this.

The Parish Council along with Der Hayr and our Delegates
taken on a special project to keep Sts. Vartanantz strong and m
forward in the years t@ome. With the support and help of Mihre
Keoseian we have started & 3 year Strategic Planning initiative. Th
will be a blueprint to follow as we keep our parish moving forward .
growing in the right direction. You will be hearing more about #ss
the year progresses.

With all this good news we must realize that there are a nur
of challenges ahead. The West Wing is still vacant which leav
$45,000 gap in our budget. | mentioned above about the trellis/:
collapsing. Cost estimate toptace is close to $5,000. Our building
constantly in need of repairs and maintenance. A proven way to
revenue is to enroll more parishioners in our Stewardship program
Stewardship Committee is working to accomplish this goal. Sharin¢
load among the many lifts the burden off the backs of the few.
facility and grounds i s somet
role to not only hold on but to pass on to future generations.
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Feast Days
Ly
9" St. Gregory the Enlightener (Discovery i Relics)
14" Holy Translators St. Sahak and St. Mesrop
16" Sts. Tiridates, King of Armenia, Quedshkhen and
Princess Khosrovidoukht
31% Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ

August
1

4" Assumption of the Holy Mother of God
23 Sts. Joachim and Annparents of the Holy Mother of
God

September

8" Feast of Nativity of Holy Mother of God
11" Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
18" Fast of the Holy Cross of Varak

24" St. George the Warrior

October

8" Holy Translators Sts. Mesrob, Yeghishe, des the
Poet, David the Philagpher Davit Anhaght, Gregory of
Narek and Nerses the Gracious (Nerses of Kla)

15" Holy Evangelists Mathew, Mark, Luke and John

239 Feast of the Discovery of théoly Cross

November
57 Holy Archangels Gabriel and Michael
21* Presentation of the Holy Mother of God to the Temp!

December

3T Holy ApostlesThaddeus and Bartholomew, First
Enlighteners of Armenia

9" Feast of the€€onception of Holy Virgin Mary

26" St. Stephen the Protodeacon and First Martyr

FIND MORE ON LINE HTTP:// WWW.STVARTANANTZ.COM
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West Wing of Church Complex Gets New Look
The west wing of the Sts. Vartanantz Chucomplex, once occupied b
the Elder Day Care Program, was in need of a facd ldt good old
fashion paint job. Thanks to great leadership by parish council mer
Jeremy Oldham, and an army of volunteers, some 5 rooms an
corridor just outside the li®urgoian Dining Hall, were given a fresh pai
job. Among the volunteers were: Denise, Samantha, Harry, Ara, M
Kathy, Vreg, Jim, Mike, Jim, Samanth&teve, Bob, Andrew, Bruce
Scott, Anita, Spencer, Carrera, Ricky, Sue, Abbey, Dana, Kevork,
Hayr, Maria, Peter 1, Peter 2, and Max. Another opportunity for rol
up the sleeves for the west wing project will soon be scheduled for 1
who missed this work session as some touch up work will be requirec

After a quick demo from Aram, Der Hayr took control, and brought new meaning
to the expression fAholy r

Teamwork & Dedication, the
cornerstones of our church.

Harry supervisesDenise, Kathy and
Milka o n proper rolling techniques.

5

I would be remiss i f | didr
This year we brought on a new team member in Jim Guregian (adv
Repeating council members are Carol Hildebrand (Vice Chair), Jen
Hildebrand (Assistant Treasurer), Kevin Boghigianor@sponding
Secretary), Peter Bogosian (Treasurer), Dana Kludjian (Recol
Secretary) Jeremy Oldham (Advisor), and Kevork Tevekelian (Advi
Alis Peretzian left the council after six years of service. Alis broug
can do attitude to our council wither dedication and effort. Thank
Al i s. |l candt thank all t he me
their hard work and dedication to our parish.

Whatis in store for us forthe negti x mont hs of
know? But one thing we do know isat we have the team and the leac
in Father Kesablyan, to take on any challenges-beatlVe will make
these challengesn opportunity for us to shine.

Respectfully Submitted By,
Bruce Kayajanian, Parish Council Chairperson

\\\U////
S5 =X SAINTS VARTANANTZ ARMENIAN CHURCH
=! <= IS CHELMSFORD, M4
2

T+U.GSULUv kU
ANNUAL PICNIC

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, 2011

12 NOON - 6:00 PM
BRING A FRIEND
ADMISSION $1.00- DOOR PRIZE

Music By %
Jason Naroian Qﬁ
/ Ensemble

/l a
50/50 RAFFLE

In the event of rain, the plcmc will be held in the Kazanjian Memorial Ballroom
Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church 180 Old Westford Rd Chelmsford, MA 978-256-7234
From the North: Rt 3 to Exit 32 Right at first light. go 1/2 mile on left
From the South Rt 3 to Exit 32 Lef at 2nd light, go 1/2 mile on the left
www.stsvartanantz com

Menu:

Shish Kebob Bring Your-

Losh Kebob Lawn Chairs

) Chicken Kebob
Hot Dogs
Pilaf-Salad-Pastries
Thirst Quenching Beverages
&




PARISH ORGANIZATIONS

WOMENOGS GUI LD NEWS
Our 10d" anniversary year continued the tradition of women forming
backbone of Sts. Vartanantz with their many supportive activities.
A popular event was the 10@nniversary banquet attended by 175 people.
Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate, honored us by offici
over the ceremonies. Entertainment consisted of a power point preser
covering the history of the founders of the Ladies Aid &yciduring the early
years of our church. Also there was a delightful singing performance
Victoria Avedisyan.
At our Armenian Christmas dinner Mrs. Takouhi Aghazarian was honore
the AWoman of the Yearo for h erch
covering a period of over 40 years.
Val entinebébs Day fun was had at a
meal each lady shared her story of how she met her husband while tt
sipped their Armenian coffee.
Sponsoring a fPo edhpaB avasea gleasuredgan & group
young women from our parish. The committee members were Lisa Sark
Sue Kludjian, Anita Dean, Patty Kayajanian and Sonya Kalajian. They (
remarkable job. A couple of hundred people attended this family aiffiai
enjoyed the food, music and fellowship. The Ani Band played continuc
entertaining our dancers, young and old. It continues to grow bigger each"
Pari shioners who attended Der Hay
nourished by six Leetn di nner s. The Womenos
the meals for three of the meals.
On Saint |y ,MoofroarmmimberP atgnded this event at St. Ja
Church in Watertown. This was a powerful showing as we had the hi
attendance outside thedigarish.
Loyal members Milka Jeknavorian, Armig Ferris, Patty Kayajanian
|l sabell e Hamel represented us at
59" annual Diocesan Assembly held in Boston.
One of our most popular projects is Community Outre&aity Kayajanian
coordinates this project every year. Pocket books and toiletries are contr
by members and Patty puts them t «

shelters for distribution.
Women of the

. Year!
Respectfully Submitted, Mrs. Takouhi
Milka Jeknavorian Aghazarian

receives her honor
from Wo me
Guild Chair Milka
Jeknavorian and
Der Khachatur
Kesablyan

Wo me n Glé Ch&rperson
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42nd Lenten Fellow Program
Dedicated to Spirituality of Holy Week
For the 42nd consecutive year, the Lenten Season at
Vartanantz was observed by six weekly fellowship programs consi:
of a worship service (eithergiPeace or Rest Hour), a dinner adhering
Lenten dietary guidelines, and a reflection focused on enriching the

of our parishioners. The focus
of Christodos 1|ife, call ed NntGo efal
Weeko in the western church. A

altar servers offered a reflection on each day of Avak Shapat from
Sunday mar ki ng our Lordds tri
Glorious Resurrection. For each dafy Holy Week, each discussio
| eader summarized the Dbiblical
before His Resurrection and thgervices conducted according tl
Armenian Church canons and traditions. All of the many parishio
who were able to pari ci pate in this year
Holy Week reflections to be a most rewarding spiritual journey v
Christ during His last days of earth. Participating altar servers incli
Deacons Ara Jeknavorian, James Magarian, and Zakar Hachikian,
deacon Bruce Kayajanian, and Thirs (clerks) Richard Juknavorian
Jeremy Oldham. The communal meal that preceded each program |
foster a family spirit within the parish. Our appreciation is extended t
the church organizations and individualso so graciously hosted the s
| enten dinners.

Sub-deacon Bruce Kayajanian, Deacon James Magarian,
Der Khachatur Kesablyan, DeacorAra Jeknavorian and
Thir Jeremy Oldham. Not pictured are Deacon Zakar
Hachikian and Thir Richard Juknavorian
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ANNOUNCEMENT
3" Annual StsVGolf Outing
Wednesday i October 5, 2011

We are pleased @nnounce that Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church
be holding its ¥ Annual StsVGolf Outing on October 5, 20111
Butter Brook Golf Club in Westford, MA

The Golf Outing is the major fundraiser for the Sts. Vartane
Scholarship Fund (SVSF) which
diocesan educational programs including Camp Vartan and St. Ne
Summer Studies.

We have three ways you can suppoig gvent.

#1 - Hole / Event Sponsors are recognized with a sign on the cour
well as in our event booklet. This is a great advertising opportunit
local businesses as well as individual contributor recognition.

#2 - Raffle and Auction donationare welcome with a focus on gi
and golf items as well as sporting and event tickets.

#3 - Golfers and Dinner Guests are encouraged to register now
save the date!!! Participation is open to golfers of all skill levels
denominations to come oubrf a funfilled day on the course
Everyone will enjoy a great meal back at the church and
participate in the raffle and silent auction.

On behalf of Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church Scholarship F
(SVSF) and StsVGolf Committee, we extend our gieggatitude and
appreciation for your support which is vital for funding of c
scholarship programs.

Signup and Donation forms will be available onlir
www.stsvartanantz.cowr at the church.

Volunteers arealways welcome! If you have any questions, ple
contact a member of the Golf Committee sbsvgolf@earthlink.net
Thank you for your continued support.

ACYOA JUNIORS REPORTING

2011 has been a very busy and exciting time for our ACY

Juniors at Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church.
In January, through the organization FAR, our group held a toy ¢
for orphaned children in Armenia. Through our efforts and with
help of our parish, we shipped over 3000 dollars worth of toys
goods to the children of our Motherland.

In the monk of March,a few members attended the ACYQ
Juniors Retreat in Contoocook, NH. The retreat was a great wi
learn more about our faith and to make new friends.

In April, ACYOA hosted our annual Palm Sunday lunche
for our parish. One hundred and sigtyests enjoyed a deliciou
chicken and losh meal. In addition, we also presented the church \
500 dollar check in honor of our ACYOA.

In May, our group participated in the "Walk For Hungar"
Boston, MA. A sum ofover 500 dollars was raised for R¥cf Bread.
The funds raised are given to over 400 food pantries, soup kitchen
food banksn over 135 communities all over Massachusetts.

At the end of May, our ACYOA Juniors participated in t
Hye M'stoom in Watertown, Massachuseisven members
participated in a volleyball tournament amught home SECOND
PLACE TROPHY! Everyone had such a wonderful experier
in bonding and creating new IHeng friendships.

Most of us are getting ready for Saint Vartan Cdanpart
of the summer andi@nto spend the rest enjoyirgtivities withour
members and their families!

Respectfully Submitted By,
Taleen Kalajian, ACYOA Chairperson

Coach Sarkisian huddles with his team to call a play. Der Khachatur
poses with the ACYOASstpomus Mar


http://www.stsvartanantz.com/
mailto:stsvgolf@earthlink.net

Men's Club - Winter/Spring 2011

A tasty Losh Dinner was enjoyed atthe Bta r t an an
Club Dinner Meeting in January. Even though the meal was delic
it was, in fact, topped by the fellowship. The men told jokes and st
of times past anthany laughs were had. tangible closeness wa
shared by those presehit.Febuary adinner meeting and Hye Holder
tournament was hel d. Il n Mar oun
parishods L e nt etraditibnal |lLénteny dirmeér pvas We
attended.

The Mends Club checkbook h
expenses paifbr were for providing a
March in Lowell and providing Mother's Day Carnations for 1
mo t h & thé end oBadarak. Items on the agenda, looking ahe
include repairing the grape arbor damaged by the heavy winter ¢
the anm a | Fat heré6s Day Brunch an:
Womeno6és Guil d.

Respectfully submitted by,
Danny BarooshiarMen's ClubChairperson

Lﬂ re-mem-brance

hp-pw-umnly [ hee-sha-dag

4 remembering: the act or process of
remembering people, things, or events

4 being remembered: the state of being
remembered, or of remaining in people's
minds

4 act of honoring: the act of honering the
memory of a person or event

Each time Divine Liturgy is celebrated, requests for and acts of remembrance take place through
prayers, litanies and hymns, Indeed, our Lord Jesus Christ spoke to his followers at the Last
Supper saying, "Do this in remembrance of me.”

A time-honored tradition of the Armenian Orthodox Church is to both asked to be
remembered, and remember loved ones to our Lord and Savior. One of the many ways this takes
place is through gifts and memorials presented to the Church in the name of those we
remember.

Participate in this tradition.....and consider a gift to the Church in memory of a family member
of long ago or of a more recent passing. Gifts & Memorials start at just $50. See the listing of gifts
to the Church (copies available in the Church foyer, online at www.stsvartanantz.com, and by
request). In confidence, contact the Pastor or Deacon |immie [jkmagarian@ gmail.com] for more
detailed information.

Gifts & Memorials

Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church

...your lasting expression of love.
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Armenian School Halloween

Costume Ball & Tea Party
October 22, 2011 will be the 2nd annual fundraiser fo
the Armenian School. This year there will be a
Halloween Costume Ball and Tea Party featuring Cente
Stage Dancers!

The eventwill run from 10:00 AM until 12 Noon. Fun,
games, crafts, delicious refreshments, raffle, face paintir
and interactive performances! The event will be held &
the church, 1800Ild Westford Road Chelmsford, MA
01824. For further information contact Armenian
School principal Houry Yapoujian Schmeizl at
hooster@comcast.net

Ticket prices: 15.00 per ticket, under 3 free of charge

All of the children Baptized in 2010 were invited by Der
Hayr for a specBabyddBl s


mailto:hooster@comcast.net

