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ñI am not the Messiah, but I have been sent ahead of him. The bridegroom is the 

one to whom the bride belongs. The bridegroomôs friend stands by and listens, 

and he is glad when he hears the bridegroomôs voice. This is how my own 

happiness is made complete.ò Quoting John the Baptist, John 3:28 
 

          ******************************************     
Morning Service (A5au7t;an 6am;rgoujiun) .éé. 9:15 a.m                         

Divine Liturgy ( Sourb Patarag )éééééé.é.10:00 a.m  

Requiem Service (Pa,t7n Hog;hangst;an )é.é.11:15 a.m     

Sermon (Qaroz )ééééééééééééééé.11:30 a.m 
 

Please bring this copy of the Sunday Bulletin home to share the Gospel 

message with loved ones  

     

     

January 15, 2012 
First Sunday After the Octave of Theophany 

 

Feast of the Naming of our Lord Jesus Christ ï January 13    

Birth of St. John the Forerunner (the Baptist) ï January 14 

St.Anthony the Hermt ï January 17     

  

             

 

January 14, Birth of John the Baptist  

John the Baptist, who bravely foretold of the coming of Jesus, is 

also known as John the Forerunner, John the Baptizer, Joannes 

Baptista, and the  Cousin of Jesus Christ. He was the son of 

Zachary, a priest of the order of Abia whose job in the temple was 

to burn incense, and of Elizabeth, a descendent of Aaron. As 

Zachary was ministering in the Temple, an angel brought him news 

that Elizabeth would bear a child filled with the Holy Spirit from 

the moment of his birth. Zachary doubted and was struck dumb 

until John's birth. John began his ministry around age 27, wearing a 

leather belt and a tunic of camel hair, living off locusts and wild 

honey, and preaching a message of repentance to the people of 

Jerusalem. He converted many, and prepared the way for the 

coming of Jesus. Baptized Christ, after which he stepped away and 

told his disciples to follow Jesus.  

 

    Icon of the Birth of St. John the Forerunner (also known as 

John the Baptist) 

  



 

 

 

 

Welcome to Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church 

Rev. Father Khachatur Kesablyan, Pastor 

Bari Galoust  Srb  Vardananx  :k;[;xi            

T;r  >acatour  Qahana \ Q;sapl;an , Hoviu 

Holy Scripture: 1 Timothy 1:1-11; John 2:1-11. 

Todayôs Gospel Reading ï John 2:1-11 Turning Water into Wine -  

Now on the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' 

mother was there, and both Jesus and his disciples were also invited 

to the wedding. When the wine ran out, Jesus' mother said to him, 

"They have no wine left." Jesus replied, "Woman, why are you 

saying this to me? My time has not yet come."His mother told the 

servants, "Whatever he tells you, do it." Now there were six stone 

water jars there for Jewish ceremonial washing, each holding twenty 

or thirty gallons. Jesus told the servants, "Fill  the water jars with 

water." So they filled them up to the very top. Then he told them, 

"Now draw some out and take it to the head steward," and they did.  

When the head steward tasted the water that had been turned to 

wine, not knowing where it came from (though the servants who had 

drawn the water knew), he called the bridegroom and said to him, 

"Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the cheaper wine 

when the guests are drunk. You have kept the good wine until now!" 

Jesus did this as the first of his miraculous signs, in Cana of Galilee. 

In this way he revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.  

     

 

Remembering our Church Fathers 
St. Anthony the Hermit  - Saint Anthony was the first Christian to 

live a life of consecrated solitude. As a hermit in the desert he 

lived a long and saintly life that influenced countless people both 

in his time and for generations thereafter, even to this day. His life 

had a tremendous impact on the history of early Christianity, 

which is the basic history of all Christian churches all over the 

world. The story of his life was written by one of Christianity's 

most renowned leaders, Saint Athanasius the Apostolic who was 

his disciple and had a very close relationship with him. Saint 

Anthony is generally considered to be the father of the monastic 

family. He was born about 251 A.D. of well-to-do parents in 

Coma (Kemn-el-Arouse) in the middle of Egypt. When he was 

eighteen years of age his parents died, leaving him guardian of his 

younger and only sister, Dious. Six months later Anthony entered 

the church to hear the Gospel, in which our Lord speaks to the rich 

young man, "If  you would be perfect, go sell all you have, give to 

the poor and come follow me." (Matthew 19:21). He took this 

advice as a personal invitation addressed to him by God. He sold 

about 300 acres of fertile land, gave most of the money to the poor 

keeping only a little for his sister. Then he placed his sister in the 

charge of a community of virgins. He was now free to devote his 

life to asceticism under the guidance of a holy man living near 

Coma. This was the custom of young ascetics to stay under a 

master in order to learn the principles of spirituality, prayer and 

fasting. After a while, Saint Anthony left on his own for the 

western desert. He took shelter in an abandoned tomb carved in 

the side of a mountain. A good friend used to bring him bread and 

water from time to time. In his solitude he was fighting off the 

temptations of the flesh and attacks of demons. Saint Anthony 

founded no monastery. His rule consisted simply of prayers and 

manual work. He told his disciples that just as Christ was a 

carpenter and Paul was a tent maker, they also had to keep their 

hands busy to escape temptations.  

Our sanctuary features an icon dedicated to St. Anthony, which 

has been adorned with the placement of a devotional altar in 

commemoration of his feast day.  

Annual Parish Assembly - January 29, 2012  

Election of Parish Council and Assembly 

Committees; Approval of 2012 Budget 

The annual parish assembly provides parishioners a terrific 

opportunity to learn about parish operations and organizations, 

and help shape the future of  Sts. Vartanantz 
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Requiem Service (Pa,t7n Hog;hangst;an ) 
  

Requiem Service has been requested in memory ofééé.  
  

  

ZDr. Simon Bagdigian by Mrs. Mary Bagdigian, Mr. David 

Bagdigian, Mr. and Mrs.Robert Bagdigian and Family, and Mr. and 

Mrs. Peter Bagdigian and Family. 
 

Z Mihran and Alice Keoseian by Shirley Spyropoulos, Margaret 

Padovano, Stephen Keoseian, Mihran and Thérèse Keoseian. 

 

During the chanting of Der Voghormya (Lord Have Mercy), all the 

faithful are called upon to pray for the souls of  loved ones, 

especially for the souls of Simon, Mihran,  and Alice, for whom 

special prayers have been requested during todayôs celebration of the 

Divine Liturgy and Requiem Service.  Please also pray for all loving 

family members and friends who may be experiencing physical, 

spiritual, and emotional discomfort and stress. 
 

 

 

January 13, The Naming of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
 

According to St. Luke, on the 8th day after his birth, Jesus was taken 

to the temple to receive the rite of circumcision, as was the custom 

for all Jewish boys, and receive His name, Jesus. Jesusô means óGod 

savesô and in Jesus God sends the wonderful gift  of salvation to 

us. St. Paul, in his letter to the Philippians, wrote of Jesus: 

"Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that 

is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 

should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father.ñ 

Home Blessings for 2012 Christmas Season               

Please contact Der Hayr at the church office,                

978-256-7234 

Church and Community Calendar 
 

January 19  - Dinner and Travelogue:  Moscow-ARMENIA-

Dubai. Co-sponsored by Womenôs Guild and Menôs Club. Chicken  

Kebab Dinner. $10 donation. 7:00 p.m. 

January 29 ï Annual Parish Assembly following church services. 

February 8 ï Bible Study Group. 7:00 p.m. 

February 9 ï Parish Council Meeting. 7:00 p.m. 

February 12 ï Snow Date for Parish Assembly.  

February 12 ï Presentation of the Lord to the Temple ï in 

commemoration of this feast day, all children baptized in 2011 at 

Sts. Vartanantz are invited to be re-dedicated at the Holy Altar in 

remembrance of Christôs first entrance into House of God.  

February 16 ï Commemoration of St. Vartan the Warrior and His 

Companions.   Divine Liturgy and Fellowship. 6:30 p.m. 

February 18 ï Poon Paregentan Dinner-Dance. Come and Enjoy 

non-stop Middle East Music to the fabulous sounds of the Ani All-

stars featuring Greg Krikorian ï vocals and oud,  Ara Jeknavorian 

ï clarinet, Mike Gregian ï vocals and dumbeg, Mike Sabounjian ï 

keyboard, and   Bob Magarian - guitar. 5:30 p.m.  

February 24 ï Lenten Worship-Dinner Fellowship-Dialogue 

Evening.  6:30 p.m. 

March 2ï Lenten Worship-Dinner Fellowship-Dialogue Evening.  

6:30 p.m. 

March 8 ï Parish Council Meeting. 7:00 p.m. 

March 9ï Lenten Worship-Dinner Fellowship-Dialogue Evening.  

6:30 p.m. 

 

 



Are you receiving the churchôs weekly eNewsletter?     

If not, please visit the churchôs website, 

stsvartanantz.com and simply provide your           

email address.                        
  

At the Womenôs Guild  Annual Armenian Christmas Dinner,  

Father Khachatur and Milka  Jeknavorian, Womenôs Guild  

Chairlady, present Alice Zari  Bogosian with  a plaque and 

certificate in recognition of her being honored as Womenôs 

Guild  Woman of the Year. 

Annual 

Community 

Christmas 

Party hosted 

by the 

Baharozians 



Armenian 

Christmas 

2012 
 

Mike Krikorian  

served as God 

Father of the 

Cross for the 

Blessing of the 

Water. 

But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are 

blessed. "Do not fear what they fear ; do not be 

frightened. Take Courage. 1 Peter 3:14 
Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans 

will succeed.ñ Proverbs 16:3    


