January 14, Birth of John the Baptist

Johnthe Baptist, who bravely foretold of the coming of Jesusijs
also known as John the Forerunner,John the Baptizer, Joannes
Baptista and the Cousin of JesusChrist He was the son of
Zachary,a priestof the orderof Abia whosejob in the templewas
to burn incense,and of Elizabeth, a descendenbf Aaron As
Zacharywasministeringin the Temple,anangelbroughthim news
that Elizabethwould beara child filled with the Holy Spirit from
the momentof his birth. Zacharydoubtedand was struck dumb
until John'sbirth. Johnbeganhis ministry aroundage27, wearinga
leatherbelt and a tunic of camelhair, living off locustsand wild
honey, and preachinga messageof repentanceto the people of
Jerusalem He converted many, and preparedthe way for the
comingof JesusBaptizedChrist, after which he steppedawayand
told his disciplesto follow Jesus

glo-ry

exaltation: the fame, admiration, and honor
that is given in praise of God:

praise, offerings, thanksgiving given as an
act of worship; e.g. Glory to God in the
highest.

astounding beauty: beauty that inspires
feelings of wonder or joy

This season of the Holy Nativity is a reminder of God's love and glory.
Show your praise of God and remember your loved ones through a lasting
gift as a memorial to the Church.To learn more, pick up a brochure in the

foyer, also online at www.stsvartanantz.com, or contact a member of the

Memorials Committee.

Gifts & Memorials

Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church

...your lasting expression of love.

STS. VARTANANTZ ARMENIAN CHURCH
SUNDAY BULLETIN
January 15, 2012
First Sunday After the Octave ofTheophany

Feast of the Naming of our Lord Jesus Christ January 13
Birth of St. John the Forerunner (the Baptist)i January 14

St.Anthony the Hermt 7 January 17

Icon of the Birth of St. John the Forerunner (also known as
John the Baptist)

Al am not the Messiah, but | have
one to whom the bride belongs. The
and he is glad when he hears the

happiness is made complete. 0 Qu
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Morning Service (A5au7t;an 6am;rgoujiun) é é9:15a.m
Divine Liturgy (SourbPatarag ) éééé e é. & . lain:
Requiem Service Pa,t7n Hog;hangst;an ) é . é . laln:
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Please bring this copy of the Sunday Bulletin home to share the Gospel
message with loved ones




Welcome to Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church
Rev. Father Khachatur Kesablyan, Pastor

Bari Galoust Srb Vardananx :k;[;xi
T;r >acatour Qahana \ Q;sapl;an , Hoviu

Holy Scripture: 1 Timothy 1:1-11; John2:1-11.

T o d a@odpelReadingi John 2:1-11 Turning Waterinto Wine -
Now on the third daytherewasa weddingat Canain Galilee Jesus'
motherwasthere,andboth Jesusandhis discipleswerealsoinvited
to the wedding When the wine ran out, Jesusmothersaidto him,
"They have no wine left." Jesusreplied, "Woman, why are you
sayingthis to me?My time hasnot yet come"His mothertold the
servants,'Whateverhe tells you, do it." Now therewere six stone
waterjarstherefor Jewishceremonialashing,eachholdingtwenty
or thirty gallons Jesustold the servants,'Fill the water jars with
water" So they filled themup to the very top. Then he told them,
"Now draw someout andtakeit to the headsteward, "andthey did.
When the head stewardtastedthe water that had beenturned to
wine, not knowingwhereit camefrom (thoughthe servantsvho had
drawnthe water knew), he called the bridegroomand said to him,
"Everyone servesthe good wine first, and then the cheaperwine
whenthe guestsaredrunk You havekeptthe goodwine until now!"
Jesudid this asthefirst of his miraculoussigns,in Canaof Galilee

In thisway herevealedhis glory, andhis disciplesbelievedin him.

Annual Parish Assembly- January 29, 2012

Election of Parish Council and Assembly
Committees; Approval of2012Budget
The annual parish assembly provides parishioners a terrific

opportunity to learn about parish operations and organizationg,
and help shape the future of Sts. Vartanantz

Remembering our Church Fathers
St. Anthony the Hermit - SaintAnthonywasthefirst Christianto
live a life of consecratedolitude As a hermitin the deserthe
lived a long andsaintly life thatinfluencedcountlesgpeopleboth
in histime andfor generationshereaftergvento this day His life
had a tremendousimpact on the history of early Christianity,
which is the basic history of all Christian churchesall over the
world. The story of his life was written by one of Christianity's
mostrenownedleaders,Saint Athanasiushe Apostolic who was
his disciple and had a very close relationshipwith him. Saint
Anthony is generallyconsideredo be the father of the monastic
family. He was born about 251 A.D. of well-to-do parentsin
Coma (Kemn-el-Arouse) in the middle of Egypt When he was
eighteernyearsof agehis parentdied, leavinghim guardianof his
youngerandonly sister,Dious Six monthslater Anthony entered
the churchto hearthe Gospel,in which our Lord speakgo therich
youngman,"If you would be perfect,go sell all you have,give to
the poor and come follow me" (Matthew 19:21). He took this
adviceasa personalinvitation addressedo him by God He sold
about300acresof fertile land,gavemostof the moneyto the poor
keepingonly a little for his sister Thenhe placedhis sisterin the
chargeof a communityof virgins. He wasnow free to devotehis
life to asceticismunderthe guidanceof a holy man living near
Coma This was the custom of young asceticsto stay under a
masterin orderto learn the principlesof spirituality, prayerand
fasting After a while, Saint Anthony left on his own for the
westerndesert He took shelterin an abandonedomb carvedin
the sideof a mountain A goodfriend usedto bring him breadand
water from time to time. In his solitude he was fighting off the
temptationsof the flesh and attacksof demons Saint Anthony
foundedno monasteryHis rule consistedsimply of prayersand
manual work. He told his disciples that just as Christ was a
carpenterand Paulwas a tent maker,they also hadto keeptheir
handsbusyto escapagemptations
Our sanctuaryfeaturesan icon dedicatedto St Anthony, which
has been adornedwith the placementof a devotional altar in
commemoratiorof his feastday




Requiem ServicdPa,t7n Hog;hangst;an )

Requienstervicehasbeenrequestedn memoryofé é é .

Z Dr. Simon Bagdigian by Mrs. Mary Bagdigian Mr. David
Bagdigian Mr. andMrs.RobertBagdigianandFamily, and Mrand
Mrs. PeterBagdigianandFamily.

Z Mihran and Alice Keoseianby ShirleySpyropoulos Margaret
PadovanpStephen Keoseian, Mihran afhbdéreseKeoseian.

During the chantingof Der Voghormya(Lord Have Mercy), all the
faithful are called upon to pray for the souls of loved ones,
especiallyfor the soulsof Simon, Mihran, and Alice, for whom
specialprayershavebeenrequestedluringt o d @efebratiorof the
Divine Liturgy andRequiemService Pleasealsoprayfor all loving
family membersand friends who may be experiencingphysical,
spiritual,andemotionaldiscomfortandstress

January 13, The Naming of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Accordingto St Luke, onthe 8th dayafterhis birth, Jesusvastaken
to the templeto receivethe rite of circumcision,aswasthe custom

for all Jewishboys,andreceiveHis nameJesus] e s mears6 Go d

s a v &nd ib JesusGod sendsthe wonderful gift of salvation to
us. St Paul, in his letter to the Philippians, wrote of Jesus
"ThereforeGod also highly exaltedhim and gavehim the namethat
is aboveeveryname,so that at the nameof Jesuseverykneeshould
bend,in heavemand on earth and underthe earth,and everytongue
should confessthat JesusChrist is Lord, to the glory of God the
Fatherii

Home Blessings fo2012Christmas Season
Please contact Der Hayr at the church office,
9782567234
Nz
= >

Church and Community Calendar

January 19- Dinner and Travelogue: MosceMRMENIA -
DubaiCess ponsored by Womenodés Gui
Kebab Dinner. $10 donation. 7:00 p.m.

January 29 Annual Parish Assembly following church services.
February 8 Bible Study Group. 7:00 p.m.

February 9 Parish Council Meeting. 7:00 p.m.

February 12 Snow Date for Parish Assembly.

February 12 Presentation of the Lord to the Templa
commemoration of this feast day, all children baptized in 2011 ¢
Sts. Vartanantz are invited to bededicated at the Holy Altar in
remembrance of Christods firs

February 16 Commemoration of S¥artanthe Warrior and His
Companions. Divine Liturgy and Fellowship. 6:30 p.m.

February 18 PoonParegentainnerDance. Come and Enjoy
nonstop Middle East Music to the fabulous sounds of the Ari A
stars featuring Grel§rikorian i vocals andud Ara Jeknavorian

T clarinet, MikeGregiani vocals andlumbeg Mike Sabounjiar
keyboard, and Bob Magariamguitar. 5:30 p.m.

February 24 i Lenten WorshipDinner FellowshipDialogue
Evening 6:30 p.m.

March 2i LentenWorship-Dinner FellowshipDialogue Evening
6:30 p.m.

March8 1 ParishCouncilMeeting 7:00 p.m.

March 91 LentenWorshipDinner FellowshipDialogue Evening
6:30 p.m.



Annual
Community
Christmas
Party hosted
by the
Baharozians
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At the Wo me nGuisdd Annual Armenian Christmas Dinner,

Father Khachatur and Milka Jeknavorian, Wo me nGu#d

Chairlady, present Alice Zari Bogosian with a plaque and

certificate in recognition of her being honored as Wo me n
Guild Woman of the Year.

Are you receiving the ch
|l f not, please visit
stsvartanantz.com and simply provide your

email address.




Sts. Vartanantz Women’s Guild and Men’s Club

ﬁ—- invite you fo =
’@ Dinner & Travelogue: ﬂ
Moscow-ARMENIA-Dubai
by Ara & Milka Jeknavorian
Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church
Thursday, January 19, 2012
Gurguoian Dining Hall

6:45 pm - Social Hour 7:00 pm - Dinner

Chicken-kebab & Pilaf with Salad, Bread.

Dessert, & drinks Armeman
Dinner Donation - S10 Christmas
2012

Mike  Krikorian
served as God

Reservation for Dinner Requested!!
Father of the
Pleaze call or em=axl:
Patty, pkcoockiefcomcaszt.ret (878-337-8373) CrOSS for the
Ara, ava.a.jekravoriarfgrace.com (3978-251-4345) ox Blessing Of the
Dary Bavcoszhiar, (3978-250-2323),
barocozhiarfcomcast.ret NO LATER THAN Tueszday, Water.

Jaruary 17.

But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are

bles1:5_e(:1.t DodanE fEarCWhat theyl/Pfetar ;3(.1104n0t be Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans
rghtened. lake Lourage. ireter S. willsucceed i Pr d6w8er b's



